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This is a fundamental reason why | am so annoyed that
key "PDA is an ASD" have not tried to investigate if
divergent outlooks on PDA are valid. They basically
assumed that their own views on PDA are correct &
everyone else's is mistaken (& also on autism).
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"while alarming claims about 'costs of autism' are
everywhere, there has been no concern whatsoever about

the high costs, at every level, of autism-specific low
standards" bit.ly/2A5tyVU from many years ago
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It is so arrogant to only conduct research & advocate for PDA as an ASD, despite the
literature being contested, with both evidence & other experts stating PDA is seen
outside of autism. Also PDA maybe other things, like an Attachment Disorder.

It is NOT scientific to only conduct research to support one outlook on the topic, such
as PDA is an ASD (this has been happening). Researchers should not be favouring
any particular outlook over another.

This is the crux of, divergent outlooks for PDA should have tried & tested before
assuming PDA is an ASD and lobbying for PDA's acceptance as an ASD. Such
engagement with divergent perspectives, just has not happened.

Just an idea of how arrogant it is only conduct research for PDA as an ASD, & to
lobby for it. For are only some of the things that would have to be mistaken for "PDA
is an ASD" advocates to be correct.

Elizabeth Newson stating PDA is not autism, and it is a mistake to view PDA as an
ASD.
Anxiety is not part of autism, but a co-occurring issue.

That all attempts to divide autism through clinical and research means have failed,
i.e., autism cannot be divided; that autism is an indivisible construct, and nature of

support between subtypes is the same.

That is PDA is its own distinct clustering of features (which is supported by multiple
studies), & Newson's own comments that PDA needs to be substantially different to
autistic disorder & Asperger's Syndrome.
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All the research and expert that says PDA is seen in non-autistic persons.
Christopher Gillberg's prediction PDA is a common Disorder, possibly a new type of
Disorder.

Basically our entire understanding of what autism is, that it is a way of being, a
pervasive way of thinking. As it is OK for anyone who has RRBIs & social
communication issues behavioural patterns to be viewed as autism.

So PDA does not even need to be developmental in nature, for persons with PDA to

be viewed as autistic (so what is the point in autism needing to be early infancy?)

The fact that Disorders are heterogeneous, spectrum conditions with poor
boundaries, and that they can have features that overlap other Disorders. As PDA has
to have a hard boarder for it to be an ASD (Eaton and Weaver 2020).

When a feature actually becomes "pathological”" in nature. A feature becomes
pathological when it impacts only area of functioning, i.e., it does not have to be seen

in multiple contexts, or be pervasive.

Also those who think PDA is related to constructs that are related to trauma, like
Attachment Disorders and Personality Disorders.

All the persons who think PDA can be seen in "milder" presentations, both inside and
outside of autism.

For the record, if you do not believe me that PDA needs to be developmental in
nature, here are the latest views of the @PDASociety

PDA

SOCIETY Part of the
Autism Spectrum

Identifying PDA

Identifying PDA The PDA profile of autism can be difficult to identify, and it's not
uncommon for it to be missed, misunderstood or misdiagnosed, which can lead to
poor outcomes. This page explor...

https://www.pdasociety.org.uk/what-is-pda-menu/identifying-pda/?fbclid=IwAR1_EQVAQ...

Also that most/ all people have a "need for control" and benefit being in charge of
their lives, would also need to be mistaken.

"a need for control which is often driven by anxiety or an automatic ‘threat response’
in the face of demands"
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The distinctive features of a PDA profile of autism are:

resisting and avoiding the ordinary demands of life - the key words here are ‘ordinary demands’, so this
might include getting up, getting dressed, eating a meal or washing. Significantly, it includes things that
someone might want to do/enjoy. For more info see What is demand avoidance?

« using ‘social’ strategies as part of the avoidance - this means not just saying no, withdrawing, shutting
down or running away, but a variety of avoi pp! including di: ion, making excuses,
physical i itati i ing into fantasy, p inati ing, reducing

conversation or masking. For more info see ‘Demand avoidance of the PDA kind'.

appearing sociable, but lacking some understanding — meaning that individuals may appear more
sociably ‘able’ than one might expect (with, for instance, more ‘socially accepted’ eye contact or
conversational skills) but that this may mask underlying di i ies in social i ion (for
instance, not seeing any difference between themselves and an authority figure) and communication (for
instance, whilst an individual may be very articulate, their understanding of others may not be so robust).
experiencing intense emotions and mood swings — meaning di ies with i ion, rapid
mood swings, impulsiveness and unpredictability.

« appearing comfortable in role play, pretence & fantasy - this can sometimes be to an extreme extent with
other personas (be that a person or an animal) being adopted for a prolonged period of time. The line
between fantasy and reality can sometimes become blurred.

focusing intently, often on other people - with PDA, “repetitive or restrictive interests” are often social in
nature, relating to real or fictional people

a need for control which is often driven by anxiety or an automatic ‘threat response’ in the face of
demands

In addition, with PDA, we know that individuals are unlikely to respond to conventional approaches in support,
parenting or teaching. The response to different approaches is being used as a way to support identification of
the PDA profile (for example in the pathway being developed in Solihull). Helpful approaches for PDA - based on
trust, negotiation, collaboration, flexibility and careful use of language - can be found in the family life and adult
life eantinne

Oh that basic logic is also mistaken. That PDA can be something it is more than, as
PDA has features that found in accepted constructs.

\/

ODD/ CD -
Trauma -
PDA

overlap

Oh, also accepted definitions of Pervasive Developmental Disorders, within the DSM-
4, would also need to be mistaken, as Newson's PDDs definition & diagnostic
grouping does not conform to the DSM-4 PDD diagnostic grouping.

As I set out here
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TIME TO PROFILE YOU.
Autism (left) + PDA Traits (right), my view.
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/GSIdMzDMC-w

This is a strong list of everything that needs to be mistaken for "PDA to be an ASD",
just off the top of my head. That @KeatesResearch partly explains why I have strong
case for my position on PDA.

Why I find it ludicrous that we are meant to just blindly accept the claims of "PDA is
an ASD" advocates, that PDA is an ASD; because so much opinion & established
understandings need to be mistaken for them to be correct on the topic.

(@threadreaderapp unroll, if you could?
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