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@realdoll03 There are many issues with it.

| think it never should have been included in autism to
begin with. | think it is demonstrable nonsense, that is
harmful and discriminatory to view PDA as an ASD. A
huge issue, is a lack adequate engagement with
Newson's work.

(@realdollos I have seen many mental contortions to view PDA as an ASD. Like
Pervasive Developmental Disorders are not practiced anymore only ASDs do. Issue
there is that Newson's PDDs, are NOT the same as DSM-4 ones.

(@realdollo3 PDA not conforming to DSM-4 PDDs understandings were not
considered by the committee that set the DSM-5 autism criteria. How PDA has to be
autism as it social communication issues and RRBIs.

(@realdollo3 No, it does not, one, we can remove social communication issues, as
others removed the Developmental Traits. Two, we can create a new diagnostic
grouping for PDA to go into, afterall Newson has already done for that PDA herself in
1986 - 1996.

Table 1
Schema for the

PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL CODING DISORDERS

Autism

Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA)

failure to code social identity and hence social
obligation???

failure to code all first communicative
modes: speech, gesture, facial
expression, other body language - and
the timing of these

)

£

intellectual
Low g
e

potential

Dysphasia

failure to code spoken messages failure to code written messages

Dyslexia

Note: interconnections imply the possibility of overlap

wo Elizabeth Newson
disorders. Speckles indicate possibility of greater or Nottingham University
lesser severity March 1986

(@realdollo3 If one engages with Newson's work, she consistently argued her PDDs
needed to have Coding issues. All she really did was repackage her Pervasive
Developmental Coding Disorders group into this diagram.


https://threadreaderapp.com/
https://threadreaderapp.com/user/Richard_Autism
https://twitter.com/Richard_Autism/status/1392595392890605569
https://threadreaderapp.com/user/Richard_Autism
https://twitter.com/realdoll03
https://twitter.com/realdoll03
https://twitter.com/realdoll03
https://twitter.com/realdoll03
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/E1N_B13WQAQeJ9X.jpg
https://twitter.com/realdoll03

THE "FAMILY" OF DEVEL
[sometimes "outistic spectrum” is |oosely used to describe the wiele family]

e Seidancg

o Bopergers

manipulation
and cormel
rangies

Varbal, but har
pragralic disorder
roblems

with cxpressive ard
[ bady lanpuage;

“activel

[ ec ondinery domards

g and tha \

sndartondin ond shiivg |

ersion; parcoiing porionsl | | Often language deley |
raaning ot | \ il |

— cakches vo. Lt /

Genetic and

AUTISTIC SPECTRUM:
TRIADS of impairment

ather links

Rigid ond inflsible
| thinking and loarning—
\ rovih <nange o

L ravline. Repestive play:

Impaired spoten
arguoge [petbor

" o nere ol ol fogether { Speciic
viwal fase-nabons; itk s and / P-iossia \
| speech e |
Sragmetic impaimani |

\ ot inflexible. |

Rt

Figure 1 The “family” of pervasive developmentol disorders

(@realdollo3s I think it very much remains to be seen if PDA even has Coding issues.
There are far too many issues with the assumption there are Coding issues in PDA.

@realdollo3

Richard Woods
@Richard_Autism

Replying to @Richard_Autism

| have been reflecting on the problems with proposed coding
issues in PDA. Blog post by Donna Williams is important, as it
explains rationale behind proposed deficits in social identity/
pride/ shame. | have updated the slides again.
blog.donnawilliams.net/2008/06/17/exp...

DEFINITIONS DEFICITS.
Coding Issues.

L

DEFINITIONS DEFICITS.
Cading Issues.

1) Surface Sociability trait features hard to

1) Eaycisopical nat i oty dohe measure (Garralda 2003), e.g. sense of right

(contradicted by some recent literature).
2) social identity/ pride/ shame deficits,

demand avoldance Is by cholce; persons highly

motivated by obsessive demand avoidance.
3) How do these deficits cause these features,

£.g. panic attacks? These deficits do not...
4) Highly aroused/ compulsive demand

avaidance unlikely caused by such deficits.
5) Driven by anxbety, which in tumns can cause

propased deficits (Williams 2008).

Autirreches e

from wrong (whase perspective?).

2) Or, are RRBIs, e.g. panic attacks.

3) Newson questioned its coding issues in 1985,
before profile was reified in 1988 (1996).
Hence, Newson needed DAP to have coding
issues to fit into their created diagnostic
group. Are these deficits an arbitrary invalid
social construct?

Autimedes

DEFINITIONS DEFICITS. DEFINITIONS DEFICITS.

Coding Issues.

1) Debate over manipulative vs strategic social
demand avoidance, e.g. see (O'Nions & Eaton

2021).
2) No ToM deficits (Newson et al 2003; O'Nions et
al 2015), PDA Traits are not associated with
ToM, but autism is with ToM (Bishop 2018).

3) EDA-Q views PDA behaviours to be
manipulative (O'Nions et 2014a).
4) Other PDA tools view actions to be done with

Coding Issues.

1) Social communication issues are common in
CYP (Wilkinson 2017); can make trait optional
(Christie et al 2012).

2) Social communication differences are covered
by autism, why are we pathologizing such
features twice?

3) Entirely autistic population samples, are
issues from autism, or dees autism contribute?

intent (Gillberg et al 2015; O'Nions et al 2015; 4) Non-cogent accounts.

0"Nions et al 2016; Egan et al 2019).
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(@realdollo3 Where am I going with this. Simple, it is a fallacious argument, to claim
PDA has to be autism, because it was viewed a Pervasive Developmental Disorder,

and it does not account for many different things.

(@realdollo3 I set out the main reasons we cannot assume PDA is autism from

Newson's work here:
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TIME TO PROFILE YOU.
Autism (left) + PDA Traits (right), my view.
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/GSIdMzDMC-w

(@realdollo3 There are other important factors why PDA is viewed as an ASD,
another one is that Wing and Gould prematurely critiqued Newson's work in 2002,

without apparently properly engaging with it.

(@realdollo3 Newson's article was published in 2003. I fully accept that much of Wing
and Gould's critique of Newson's work is valid, such as Newson did not validate PDA

and that PDA features are not specific to it.

(@realdollo3 @threadreaderapp Please could you unroll.
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