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I have discussed before my concerns over why O'Nions &
co found different results of "social strategic" demand
avoidance to manipulative here:
https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/
2020/07/21-may-2020-are-these-2-pda-studies-actually-
needed.pdf

Original study by O'Nions based on her PhD thesis:

http://www.pdaresource.com/files/An%20examination%20of%20the%20behaviour

al%20features%20associated%20with%20PDA%20using%20a%20semi-

structured%20interview%20-%20Dr%20E%20O'Nions.pdf

And replication study here:

https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10056124/1/O%27Nions_et_al-2018-

Child_and_Adolescent_Mental_Health.pdf

Previously, I have thought that change in "socially strategic" was due to confirmation

bias, as other demand avoidance in replication study are still manipulative.

Upon further reflection & looking at different tools & papers. I think it is due to

methodology of the replication study.
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The 2 studies had different recruiting methods, but are both investigating the same

thing, as primarily using same unvalidated interview.

The main difference in methodology between the 2 studies, in replication study the

first stage of data analysis was to screen completed interviews against revised PDA

DISCO questions.

This is important. One I am not sure why they did this in the replication study, as the

revised DISCO questions are different to original 15 PDA DISCO questions, and

revised questions have their own PDA behaviour profile.

Identifying features of ‘pathological demand avoidance’ using the Diag…
The term ‘pathological demand avoidance’ (PDA) was coined by Elizabeth Newson
to describe children within the autism spectrum who exhibit obse

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00787-015-0740-2

Latter diagnostic profile, is more suggestive of autism than Newsons.

"strategies of avoidance that are essentially ‘socially manipulative’"
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Vs

"strategies of avoidance are essentially socially manipulative"

Pathological demand avoidance syndrome: a necessary distinction wit…
A proposal is made to recognise pathological demand avoidance syndrome (PDA)
as a separate entity within the pervasive developmental disorders, instead of being
classed under “pervasive developmental…

http://adc.bmj.com/content/88/7/595

O'Nions et al, know this is clinically important as manipulative behaviours are not

associated with autism. From original paper.

Newson viewed demand avoidance to be manipulative in nature, see her "Autistic

family" diagram. O'Nions et al, knew Newson viewed it as such, again from original

paper.
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Revised 11 PDA DISCO questions are different to original 15. For instance revised

question for social demand avoidance:

https://static-content.springer.com/esm/art%3A10.1007%2Fs00787-015-0740-

2/MediaObjects/787_2015_740_MOESM1_ESM.pdf

Vs

Original social demand avoidance question:

https://acamh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/downloadSupplement?

doi=10.1111%2Fcamh.12242&file=camh12242-sup-0001-Supinfo.pdf

Original DISCO Demand Avoidance question, in clinical format.

We can tell it is original as it correspondences to wording used in Faroe islands

population study that used original 15 PDA DISCO questions.

Extreme (“pathological”) demand avoidance in autism: a general popu…
Research into Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA), which has been suggested
to be a subgroup within the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), is almost nonexiste

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00787-014-0647-3
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Also we are told 3 times this unvalidated semi-structured interview is based off

original 15 PDA DISCO items.

So what seems to happened is that filtering sample in replication study has biased the

results to become "autism-like" due to having "socially strategic" demand avoidance.

Then again, the "socially strategic" result can also be explained by confirmation bias

due as other demand avoidance is manipulative. Both sets tend to take advantage of

rules & social norms.

If the methodology of replication study has biased its results to create "socially

strategic", why are revised 11 PDA DISCO questions different to original 15?

Simple answer, O'Nions & others are trying to make PDA a meaningful autism

subgroup.
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Identifying features of ‘pathological demand avoidance’ using the Diag…
The term ‘pathological demand avoidance’ (PDA) was coined by Elizabeth Newson
to describe children within the autism spectrum who exhibit obse

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00787-015-0740-2#Sec24
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“As far as PDA is concerned, we are of course still at a very 
early stage of understanding its true nature and extent, 
how it relates to other conditions and where it lies within 
the autism spectrum.” Christie et al, 2012, p181.
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One would note the book views PDA as being part of the 
autism. Christie et al (2012) go onto say: 
 
“Research-based evidence such as this is critical in 
supporting the clinical understandings about PDA that have 
developed.” Page 186
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The research in question is detailed here: 
…emandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/02-jun
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… 
It is also discussed here: 
discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1493…
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I go into more detail here about how such PDA research is a self-validation exercise.

https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/03-august-

2020-pda-as-a-self-validation-exercise.pdf

Now before tying off the thread I need to point out the EDA-A itself is designed to be

used with Newson's behaviour profile. Including the original 15 PDA DISCO

questions, which are also based off Newson's PDA profile.

Development of the ‘Extreme Demand Avoidance Questionnaire’ (EDA…
Read the Commentary for this article on doi: 10.1111/jcpp.12275

https://acamh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jcpp.12149
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So this "socially strategic" results can be explained by using 11 revised DISCO items,

especially one item which has "Apparently manipulative behaviour", that is "autism-

like" compared to "Socially manipulative behaviour to avoid demands".

This shows why it is important to only use tools with the behaviour profile they are

designed for. Otherwise one undermines the validity of their PDA research.

This is a major issue with Help4Psychology research, as they use EDA-Q, 11 revised

PDA DISCO questions with NAS's behaviour profile. Neither EDA-Q or any PDA

DISCO item are designed to be used with that behaviour profile!

I am not making this up.

https://network.autism.org.uk/sites/default/files/ckfinder/files/Further%20explori

ng%20the%20PDA%20profile%20-%20evidence%20from%20clinical%20cases%20-

%20Dr%20Judy%20Eaton.pdf

NAS PDA criteria. https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-

4642(18)30044-0/fulltext

&

https://www.autism.org.uk/about/what-is/pda.aspx
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• • •

This is in addition to my other critique of Help4Psychology PDA research.

https://rationaldemandavoidancecom.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/19th-april-

2020-help4psychology-research-limitations.pdf

I think that is it for this thread. @threadreaderapp please unroll?
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